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SEPTEMBER 1: RADIO NEWS 

Profile America — Tuesday, September 1st. One of the first daily news programs on the 
young medium of radio was launched on this date in 1922. It was called “The Radio 
Digest,” and was hosted by George Thompson over WBAY in New York City. At the 
time, there were just 30 radio stations in the entire country, and only 60,000 homes had 
receivers. Twenty-five years later, there were some 2,750, including nearly 960 in the 
new FM format. The number of homes with receivers swelled to 36 million. Now, there 
are almost 15,500 radio stations, plus over 2,100 low-power FM establishments. 
Industry research finds that 95 percent of American households have at least one radio 
receiver. You can find more facts about America’s people, places and economy, from 
the American Community Survey, at <www.census.gov>. 
 
Sources:  
Joseph Nathan Kane, Kane’s Famous First Facts, Fifth Edition, H.W. Wilson Co., New 
York, NY 1997, #5705 
The Radio Digest, accessed 4/30/2020: www.on-this-
day.com/onthisday/thedays/alldays/sep01.htm 
1922 and 1947 stations and receivers, Historical Statistics of the United States: Colonial 
Times to 1970, p. 796: 
www2.census.gov/library/publications/1975/compendia/hist_stats_colonial-
1970/hist_stats_colonial-1970p2-chR.pdf 
U.S. stations, accessed 5/30/2019: https://docs.fcc.gov/public/attachments/DOC-
363515A1.pdf 
Radio penetration, accessed 5/30/2019: 
http://guarantymedia.com/95-of-u-s-households-have-at-least-one-broadcast-radio-
receiver/ 

SEPTEMBER 2: NATIONAL WILDERNESS MONTH 

Profile America — Wednesday, September 2nd. For Americans who take the social 
distancing advice seriously, if not to extremes, September has just thing. It’s National 
Wilderness Month, celebrating the 1964 Wilderness Act, which established the National 
Wilderness Preservation System. Currently, the system is a network of about 110 
million acres – more area than the state of California. This public land is comprised of 
more than 760 wilderness areas administered for the people by the federal government. 
It amounts to about 5 percent of the nation’s landmass, but only 2.7 percent when 
excluding Alaska. More broadly accessible are America’s 687 nature parks and 
recreation areas, with 8,400 employees to assist in getting back to nature. You can find 
more facts about America from the U.S. Census Bureau online at <www.census.gov>. 
 
Sources:  
Occasion, accessed 4/29/2020: www.aerofed.net/blog/2019/09/14/september-is-
national-wilderness-month/ 

http://www.on-this-day.com/onthisday/thedays/alldays/sep01.htm
http://www.on-this-day.com/onthisday/thedays/alldays/sep01.htm
http://www2.census.gov/library/publications/1975/compendia/hist_stats_colonial-1970/hist_stats_colonial-1970p2-chR.pdf
http://www2.census.gov/library/publications/1975/compendia/hist_stats_colonial-1970/hist_stats_colonial-1970p2-chR.pdf
http://guarantymedia.com/95-of-u-s-households-have-at-least-one-broadcast-radio-receiver/
http://guarantymedia.com/95-of-u-s-households-have-at-least-one-broadcast-radio-receiver/
https://www.aerofed.net/blog/2019/09/14/september-is-national-wilderness-month/
https://www.aerofed.net/blog/2019/09/14/september-is-national-wilderness-month/
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Creation, accessed 4/29/2020: www.fs.usda.gov/managing-land/wilderness 
Parks and recreation areas, Economic Census, NAICS 712190: 
https://data.census.gov/cedsci/table?q=712190%3A%20Nature%20parks%20and%20ot
her%20similar%20institutions&tid=ECNBASIC2017.EC1700BASIC&hidePreview=false 

SEPTEMBER 3: PUMPING GAS 

Profile America — Thursday, September 3rd. A device that many of us use every few 
days—or recently—weeks, was first unveiled this week in 1885 — the gas pump. 
Sylvanus Bowser of Fort Wayne, Indiana, made the pump for a customer to drain a 
single barrel of fuel for lamps and stoves. Of course, the advent of automobiles spurred 
the development, popularity and distribution of the gas pump. Eventually, the inventor’s 
name became a generic term for a fuel dispenser, and gas pumps in New Zealand and 
Australia are still called a “bowser.” Nationwide, there are 115,000 gas stations doing 
$475-billion worth of annual business. Each year, the pumps at these stations and other 
sites dispense around 181 billion gallons of gasoline and special fuels, including diesel. 
You can find more facts about America from the U.S. Census Bureau online at 
<www.census.gov>. 
 
Sources:  
Bowser’s pump, accessed 4/27/2020: 
www.autonews.com/article/20180904/CCHISTORY/180909920/the-first-gasoline-pump-
is-built-delivered 
First use, capacity and term “bowser,” accessed 4/27/2020: 
http://sciencenetlinks.com/daily-content/9/5/ 
Gasoline stations, County Business Patterns, NAICS 447: 
https://data.census.gov/cedsci/table?q=447&d=ANN%20Business%20Patterns%20Cou
nty%20Business%20Patterns&tid=CBP2016.CB1600CBP&hidePreview=false 
Gas station receipts, Economic Census, NAICS 447: 
https://data.census.gov/cedsci/table?q=447&tid=ECNBASIC2017.EC1700BASIC&hideP
review=false 
Gallons pumped, accessed 4/27/2020: 
www.fhwa.dot.gov/policyinformation/statistics/2018/mf27.cfm 

SEPTEMBER 4: PICTURE THIS 

Profile America — Friday, September 4th. Simple amateur photography, even selfies, 
should the idea have occurred, became a possibility for the American public 132 years 
ago. On this date in 1888, George Eastman received a patent for the first camera to use 
dry, flexible, roll film. Eastman’s hand-held camera — the first to use the brand name 
Kodak — had enough film on a roll to take 100 exposures. When the roll was finished, 
the camera was returned to the factory for unloading, developing and reloading. Now, 
most cameras are digital, but photographic film and related products still have a market 
presence. Manufacturing such film, plates, paper and processing chemicals is a $7 
billion a year business for over 200 establishments. You can find more facts about 

http://www.fs.usda.gov/managing-land/wilderness
https://data.census.gov/cedsci/table?q=712190%3A%20Nature%20parks%20and%20other%20similar%20institutions&tid=ECNBASIC2017.EC1700BASIC&hidePreview=false
https://data.census.gov/cedsci/table?q=712190%3A%20Nature%20parks%20and%20other%20similar%20institutions&tid=ECNBASIC2017.EC1700BASIC&hidePreview=false
http://sciencenetlinks.com/daily-content/9/5/
https://data.census.gov/cedsci/table?q=447&d=ANN%20Business%20Patterns%20County%20Business%20Patterns&tid=CBP2016.CB1600CBP&hidePreview=false
https://data.census.gov/cedsci/table?q=447&d=ANN%20Business%20Patterns%20County%20Business%20Patterns&tid=CBP2016.CB1600CBP&hidePreview=false
https://data.census.gov/cedsci/table?q=447&tid=ECNBASIC2017.EC1700BASIC&hidePreview=false
https://data.census.gov/cedsci/table?q=447&tid=ECNBASIC2017.EC1700BASIC&hidePreview=false
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America’s people, places and economy, from the American Community Survey, at 
<www.census.gov>. 
 
Sources:  
Joseph Nathan Kane, Kane’s Famous First Facts, Fifth Edition, H.W. Wilson Co., New 
York, NY 1997, #5837  
Film, paper, plates and chemicals, Annual Survey of Manufacturers, NAICS 325992: 
https://data.census.gov/cedsci/table?q=325992%3A%20Photographic%20film,%20pape
r,%20plate,%20and%20chemical%20manufacturing&n=325992&hidePreview=false&tid
=ECNBASIC2017.EC1700BASIC&vintage=2017 

SEPTEMBER 5: AT FIRST LIGHT  

Profile America — Saturday, September 5th. At dawn on this date in 1882, people in 
lower Manhattan woke up in a new world. The evening before, they were treated to a 
spectacle that ushered in a brighter future. Eighty-two businesses near Wall Street 
started to glow with the light from 400 electric bulbs. This first public illumination was 
staged by Thomas Edison. This was just three years after he developed the first 
incandescent light bulb at his New Jersey laboratory. By 1916, only 16 percent of 
American homes had electric service. The halfway point was reached in the mid-1920s, 
and 75 percent around 1938. By 1956, just under 99 percent of America’s households 
were serviced. Today, the average monthly household electric bill in America is around 
$118. You can find more facts about America from the U.S. Census Bureau online at 
<www.census.gov>. 
 
Sources: 
First illumination, accessed 4/24/2020: ethw.org/Pearl_Street_Station 
Edison and the light bulb, accessed 4/24/2020: 
www.history.com/topics/inventions/thomas-edison 
Electrified U.S. homes, Historical Statistics of the United States: Colonial Times to 1970, 
p. 827: www2.census.gov/library/publications/1975/compendia/hist_stats_colonial-
1970/hist_stats_colonial-1970p2-chS.pdf 
Average monthly residential electric bill, accessed 4/24/2020: 
www.eia.gov/electricity/sales_revenue_price/xls/table5_a.xlsx 

SEPTEMBER 6: SELF-SERVICE 

Profile America — Sunday, September 6th. On this date 104 years ago, America's 
grocery shopping experience began to change to what is familiar today. For many 
years, the practice was for clerks to fetch the items shoppers wanted, and collect them 
at a counter for the purchase. In 1916, when Piggly Wiggly opened its first store at 79 
Jefferson Street in Memphis, customers picked up shopping baskets and selected their 
items from open shelves — a timesaving efficiency that became nearly universal. In 
another innovation, Piggly Wiggly was the first food store to price-mark every store item. 
Piggly Wiggly franchises operate more than 530 of the nation's 93,600 grocery stores. 

https://data.census.gov/cedsci/table?q=325992%3A%20Photographic%20film,%20paper,%20plate,%20and%20chemical%20manufacturing&n=325992&hidePreview=false&tid=ECNBASIC2017.EC1700BASIC&vintage=2017
https://data.census.gov/cedsci/table?q=325992%3A%20Photographic%20film,%20paper,%20plate,%20and%20chemical%20manufacturing&n=325992&hidePreview=false&tid=ECNBASIC2017.EC1700BASIC&vintage=2017
https://data.census.gov/cedsci/table?q=325992%3A%20Photographic%20film,%20paper,%20plate,%20and%20chemical%20manufacturing&n=325992&hidePreview=false&tid=ECNBASIC2017.EC1700BASIC&vintage=2017
http://ethw.org/Pearl_Street_Station
http://www.history.com/topics/inventions/thomas-edison
https://www2.census.gov/library/publications/1975/compendia/hist_stats_colonial-1970/hist_stats_colonial-1970p2-chS.pdf
https://www2.census.gov/library/publications/1975/compendia/hist_stats_colonial-1970/hist_stats_colonial-1970p2-chS.pdf
http://www.eia.gov/electricity/sales_revenue_price/xls/table5_a.xlsx
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Over 2.8 million people are employed in this vital industry, which rings up about $652 
billion in annual sales. Profile America is in its 24th year as a public service of the U.S. 
Census Bureau. 
 
Sources:  
Joseph Nathan Kane, Kane’s Famous First Facts, Fifth Edition, H.W. Wilson Co., New 
York, NY 1997, #2500 
Piggly Wiggly story and firsts, accessed 4/21/2020: www.pigglywiggly.com/about-us 
Grocery stores, employment and revenues, Economic Census, NAICS 4451: 
https://data.census.gov/cedsci/table?q=4451&hidePreview=false&tid=ECNBASIC2017.
EC1700BASIC&n=4451&vintage=2017 

SEPTEMBER 7: LABOR DAY 

Profile America — Monday, September 7th. This is Labor Day — a time to honor the 
nation’s working men and women, and traditionally, the end of the summer season. The 
observance has special poignancy this year because of the sudden evaporation of 
employment in the pandemic. The first Labor Day was celebrated in September 1882 in 
New York City. By 1894, more than half the states were observing the occasion, and 
noting the first Monday in September as a national holiday became federal law that 
year. Nearly 166 million men and women above the age of 16 are in the labor force 
nationwide, with retail sales being the largest occupational component. Around 14.6 
million Americans belong to a union, while even before the Corona virus, around 43 
percent work at least one day a week from their homes. You can find more facts about 
America from the U.S. Census Bureau online at <www.census.gov>. 
 
Sources:  
History, accessed 4/23/2020: www.dol.gov/general/laborday/history 
Labor force, accessed 4/23/2020: https://data.bls.gov/timeseries/LNS11000000 
Labor and Retail workforce, American Community Survey: 
https://data.census.gov/cedsci/table?q=labor%20force&tid=ACSDP1Y2018.DP03&vinta
ge=2018 
Union membership, accessed 4/23/2020: www.bls.gov/news.release/pdf/union2.pdf 
Home workers, accessed 4/23/2020: www.cnbc.com/2019/10/13/people-who-work-
from-home-earn-more-than-those-who-commuteheres-why.html 

SEPTEMBER 8: NATIONAL PREPAREDNESS MONTH 

Profile America — Tuesday, September 8th. With the approaching anniversary of the 
tragic attacks on September 11, 2001 in mind, it’s perhaps related that this is National 
Preparedness Month. Although the federal and state governments were revealed early 
in the pandemic to be undersupplied with such items as ventilators and facemasks, 
local, family and individual preparation can be hugely important. Thus, the Federal 
Emergency Management Administration promotes family and community disaster and 
emergency planning as a constant. Backing up individual preparedness for life’s worst 

http://www.pigglywiggly.com/about-us
https://www.dol.gov/general/laborday/history
https://data.bls.gov/timeseries/LNS11000000
https://www.bls.gov/news.release/pdf/union2.pdf
http://www.cnbc.com/2019/10/13/people-who-work-from-home-earn-more-than-those-who-commuteheres-why.html
http://www.cnbc.com/2019/10/13/people-who-work-from-home-earn-more-than-those-who-commuteheres-why.html
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challenges are community food, housing, emergency and other relief services. 
Nationwide, there are nearly 15,000 such establishments, employing about 205,000 
emergency helpers. You can find more facts about America from the U.S. Census 
Bureau online at <www.census.gov>. 
 
Sources:  
Occasion, accessed 5/1/2020: www.ready.gov/september 
County Business Patterns, NAICS 6242: 
https://data.census.gov/cedsci/table?q=6242&tid=CBP2017.CB1700CBP&n=6242 

SEPTEMBER 9: GENUINE DEBUGGING 

Profile America — Wednesday, September 9th. The first instance of debugging a 
computer was recorded on this date 73 years ago. The early Mark II computer being 
developed in 1947 at Harvard University was balky, and a programming team — which 
included Navy Lieutenant Grace Hopper, a pioneer in computer history — found and 
fixed the problem. A moth had wedged into a relay board, causing a short circuit. The 
deceased moth was extracted and preserved. The log card containing notes on the 
debugging, and the appended remains of the moth, was preserved for a time by a Navy 
museum in Virginia, and more recently, by the Smithsonian Institution. With moths and 
other bugs banished from circuits and chips, 92 percent of American households have 
computers, and 85 percent of households access the internet. You can find more facts 
about America from the U.S. Census Bureau online at <www.census.gov>. 
 
Sources:  
Joseph Nathan Kane, Kane’s Famous First Facts, Fifth Edition, H.W. Wilson Co., New 
York, NY 1997, #2527 
Hopper life and service summary, accessed 4/27/2020: 
https://president.yale.edu/biography-grace-murray-hopper 
Grace Hopper’s attainments, accessed 4/27/2020: 
www.history.navy.mil/research/histories/biographies-list/bios-h/hopper-grace.html 
The bug, accessed 4/27/2020: 
https://americanhistory.si.edu/collections/search/object/nmah_334663 
Smithsonian exhibit, accessed 4/27/2020: 
http://partners.nytimes.com/library/cyber/week/120497bug.html 
Computers in households, American Community Survey: 
https://data.census.gov/cedsci/table?q=B28010%3A%20COMPUTERS%20IN%20HOU
SEHOLD&hidePreview=true&tid=ACSDT1Y2018.B28010 
Internet access, American Community Survey: 
https://data.census.gov/cedsci/table?q=B28002%3A%20PRESENCE%20AND%20TYP
ES%20OF%20INTERNET%20SUBSCRIPTIONS%20IN%20HOUSEHOLD&hidePrevie
w=true&tid=ACSDT1Y2018.B28002&vintage=2018 
  

http://www.ready.gov/september
https://data.census.gov/cedsci/table?q=6242&tid=CBP2017.CB1700CBP&n=6242
https://www.history.navy.mil/research/histories/biographies-list/bios-h/hopper-grace.html
http://partners.nytimes.com/library/cyber/week/120497bug.html
https://data.census.gov/cedsci/table?q=B28010%3A%20COMPUTERS%20IN%20HOUSEHOLD&hidePreview=true&tid=ACSDT1Y2018.B28010
https://data.census.gov/cedsci/table?q=B28010%3A%20COMPUTERS%20IN%20HOUSEHOLD&hidePreview=true&tid=ACSDT1Y2018.B28010
https://data.census.gov/cedsci/table?q=B28002%3A%20PRESENCE%20AND%20TYPES%20OF%20INTERNET%20SUBSCRIPTIONS%20IN%20HOUSEHOLD&hidePreview=true&tid=ACSDT1Y2018.B28002&vintage=2018
https://data.census.gov/cedsci/table?q=B28002%3A%20PRESENCE%20AND%20TYPES%20OF%20INTERNET%20SUBSCRIPTIONS%20IN%20HOUSEHOLD&hidePreview=true&tid=ACSDT1Y2018.B28002&vintage=2018
https://data.census.gov/cedsci/table?q=B28002%3A%20PRESENCE%20AND%20TYPES%20OF%20INTERNET%20SUBSCRIPTIONS%20IN%20HOUSEHOLD&hidePreview=true&tid=ACSDT1Y2018.B28002&vintage=2018
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SEPTEMBER 10: LINCOLN HIGHWAY 

Profile America — Thursday, September 10th. The route of the nation’s first coast-to-
coast paved roadway was announced on this date in 1913. Known as the Lincoln 
Highway, its combination of new roads linking existing metropolitan roads originally ran 
for nearly 3,400 miles through 13 states, connecting New York City with San Francisco. 
Ironically, the instigator of this transcontinental road, Paul Fisher, was famous for 
building a much shorter, oval road — the Indianapolis Motor Speedway. The Lincoln 
Highway, with some route adjustments, still serves American motorists, but with the 
designations of five separate U.S. routes. Today, there are about 2.84 million miles of 
paved public roads nationwide, employing some 93,000 highway maintenance workers. 
You can find more facts about America from the U.S. Census Bureau online at 
<www.census.gov>. 
 
Sources: 
Lincoln Highway concept launch, accessed 4/27/2020: 
www.fhwa.dot.gov/infrastructure/lincoln.cfm 
Extent and Carl Fisher, accessed 4/27/2020: www.midwestguest.com/2011/07/carl-
fisher-father-of-the-lincoln-highway.html 
U.S. road mileage, accessed 4/27/2020: 
www.fhwa.dot.gov/policyinformation/statistics/2018/hm12.cfm 
Highway maintenance workers, American Community Survey:  
https://data.census.gov/cedsci/table?q=B241&hidePreview=false&tid=ACSDT1Y2018.B
24114&vintage=2018 

SEPTEMBER 11: PATRIOT DAY AND NATIONAL DAY OF SERVICE & 
REMEMBRANCE 

Profile America — Friday, September 11th. Given the somber events today’s date 
recalls, it is no surprise that the national government has twice seen fit to commemorate 
the response to the blow of 19 years ago. By a joint resolution approved in December, 
2001, Congress designated September 11 of each year as "Patriot Day." In 2009, 
Congress requested the observance be an annually recognized "National Day of 
Service and Remembrance." Americans are called to volunteer their services in their 
local communities. This in tribute to the individuals lost and injured in the attacks, and 
first responders who rushed to attempt rescue. Nationwide, there are nearly 1.1 million 
citizens employed as firefighters, police, and emergency medical technicians. You can 
find more facts about America’s people, places and economy, from the American 
Community Survey, at <www.census.gov>. 
 
Sources:  
Occasion, timeline and purpose, accessed 4/30/2020: 
www.dodea.edu/dodeaCelebrates/National_Day_Service.cfm 
Police, firefighting and EMS totals, American Community Survey: 
https://data.census.gov/cedsci/table?q=B24124&tid=ACSDT1Y2018.B24124&vintage=2
018 

http://www.fhwa.dot.gov/infrastructure/lincoln.cfm
http://www.fhwa.dot.gov/policyinformation/statistics/2018/hm12.cfm
https://data.census.gov/cedsci/table?q=B241&hidePreview=false&tid=ACSDT1Y2018.B24114&vintage=2018
https://data.census.gov/cedsci/table?q=B241&hidePreview=false&tid=ACSDT1Y2018.B24114&vintage=2018
https://www.dodea.edu/dodeaCelebrates/National_Day_Service.cfm
https://data.census.gov/cedsci/table?q=B24124&tid=ACSDT1Y2018.B24124&vintage=2018
https://data.census.gov/cedsci/table?q=B24124&tid=ACSDT1Y2018.B24124&vintage=2018
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SEPTEMBER 12: CHIPPING IN 

Profile America — Saturday, September 12th. One of the great technical leaps in 
progress towards our digital age occurred on this date 62 years ago. It was in 
September 1958 that Jack Kilby of Texas Instruments demonstrated his invention of a 
miniaturized electronic circuit to his supervisor. This event is recognized as the first 
integrated circuit to be built and operated. An integrated circuit is manufactured in the 
surface of a thin substrate of semiconductor material. Kilby used an element called 
Germanium for his invention. It was improved shortly thereafter by building the circuits 
on silicon. Thus, today’s silicon chips, indispensable to the computers and hand-held 
devices owned in almost 91 percent of America’s households. You can find more facts 
about America’s people, places and economy, from the American Community Survey, 
at <www.census.gov>. 
 
Sources: 
Joseph Nathan Kane, Kane’s Famous First Facts, Fifth Edition, H.W. Wilson Co., New 
York, NY 1997, #3444  
Kilby’s circuit, accessed 4/17/2020: 
https://e2e.ti.com/blogs_/b/thinkinnovate/archive/2019/09/17/from-concept-to-cosmos-
how-jack-kilby-39-s-integrated-circuit-transformed-the-electronics-
industry?keyMatch=JACK KILBY&tisearch=Search-EN-everything 
Computers in households, American Community Survey: 
https://data.census.gov/cedsci/table?q=B28010%3A%20COMPUTERS%20IN%20HOU
SEHOLD&hidePreview=true&tid=ACSDT1Y2017.B28010&vintage=2017 

SEPTEMBER 13: GRANDPARENTS DAY 

Profile America — Sunday, September 13th. Today is National Grandparents Day — 
recognizing the love and help they provide, and their growing importance to the survival 
of many American families. The special day was the idea of Marian McQuade of Fayette 
County, West Virginia, and has been observed nationally since 1979. Today, 
grandparents are increasingly not just relatives to be visited on holidays and weekends, 
but part of the year-round household for many children. About 7.1 million grandparents, 
together or separated, have around 6 million minor grandchildren living with them. 
Putting it another way, 8.3 percent of America's 73.1 million minors live with at least one 
grandparent. You can find more facts about America’s people, places and economy, 
from the American Community Survey, at <www.census.gov>. 
 
Sources:  
Occasion, accessed 4/21/2020: https://www.timeanddate.com/holidays/us/national-
grandparents-day 
Grandchildren living with a grandparent, American Community Survey: 
https://data.census.gov/cedsci/table?q=B10001%3A%20GRANDCHILDREN%20UNDE
R%2018%20YEARS%20LIVING%20WITH%20A%20GRANDPARENT%20HOUSEHO
LDER%20BY%20AGE%20OF%20GRANDCHILD&hidePreview=true&tid=ACSDT1Y20
18.B10001&vintage=2018 

https://www.timeanddate.com/holidays/us/national-grandparents-day
https://www.timeanddate.com/holidays/us/national-grandparents-day
https://data.census.gov/cedsci/table?q=B10001%3A%20GRANDCHILDREN%20UNDER%2018%20YEARS%20LIVING%20WITH%20A%20GRANDPARENT%20HOUSEHOLDER%20BY%20AGE%20OF%20GRANDCHILD&hidePreview=true&tid=ACSDT1Y2018.B10001&vintage=2018
https://data.census.gov/cedsci/table?q=B10001%3A%20GRANDCHILDREN%20UNDER%2018%20YEARS%20LIVING%20WITH%20A%20GRANDPARENT%20HOUSEHOLDER%20BY%20AGE%20OF%20GRANDCHILD&hidePreview=true&tid=ACSDT1Y2018.B10001&vintage=2018
https://data.census.gov/cedsci/table?q=B10001%3A%20GRANDCHILDREN%20UNDER%2018%20YEARS%20LIVING%20WITH%20A%20GRANDPARENT%20HOUSEHOLDER%20BY%20AGE%20OF%20GRANDCHILD&hidePreview=true&tid=ACSDT1Y2018.B10001&vintage=2018
https://data.census.gov/cedsci/table?q=B10001%3A%20GRANDCHILDREN%20UNDER%2018%20YEARS%20LIVING%20WITH%20A%20GRANDPARENT%20HOUSEHOLDER%20BY%20AGE%20OF%20GRANDCHILD&hidePreview=true&tid=ACSDT1Y2018.B10001&vintage=2018
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Grandparents raising children, American Community Survey: 
https://data.census.gov/cedsci/table?q=B10050%3A%20GRANDPARENTS%20LIVING
%20WITH%20OWN%20GRANDCHILDREN%20UNDER%2018%20YEARS%20BY%2
0RESPONSIBILITY%20FOR%20OWN%20GRANDCHILDREN%20BY%20LENGTH%2
0OF%20TIME%20RESPONSIBLE%20FOR%20OWN%20GRANDCHILDREN%20FOR
%20THE%20POPULATION%2030%20YEARS%20AND%20OVER&hidePreview=true&
tid=ACSDT1Y2018.B10050 
Children in America, American Community Survey: 
https://data.census.gov/cedsci/table?q=S0901%3A%20CHILDREN%20CHARACTERIS
TICS&hidePreview=true&tid=ACSST1Y2018.S0901&vintage=2018 

SEPTEMBER 14: NATIONAL STAFFING EMPLOYEE WEEK 

Profile America — Monday, September 14th. Today is the beginning of National Staffing 
Employee Week. The occasion is one to recognize the massive contributions to our 
economy made by the millions of temporary and contract employees on assignment in 
the nation every day. During this week, staffing agencies will host events honoring their 
greatest asset: their temporary and contract employees. The staffing or employment 
services group comprises establishments primarily engaged in employment placement, 
executive search services, temporary help, and contractor leasing. Nationwide, there 
are over 53,000 employment services establishments helping match workers to 
permanent or temporary job vacancies. These agencies alone employ nearly 7 million 
people.  You can find more facts about America’s people, places and economy, from 
the American Community Survey, at <www.census.gov>. 
 
Sources:  
Occasion, accessed 5/1/2020: 
https://americanstaffing.net/week-dedicated-to-staffing-stars/ 
Employment services, Economic Census, NAICS 5613: 
https://data.census.gov/cedsci/table?q=NAICS%205613&hidePreview=false&tid=ECNB
ASIC2017.EC1700BASIC&n=5613&vintage=2017 

SEPTEMBER 15: HISPANIC HERITAGE MONTH 

Profile America — Tuesday, September 15th. Today marks the start of National 
Hispanic Heritage Month — a time to recognize the contributions and cultures of the 
nation’s fastest-growing population group. The idea started as a special week in 1968 
and was expanded to a full month 20 years later. There are 59.9 million Hispanic people 
in the United States, 18.3 percent of the total population, forming the nation’s largest 
ethnic or racial minority. Over half of that population resides in California, Texas or 
Florida, and nearly two-thirds are of Mexican background. Nearly 25 percent of all 
elementary and high school students nationwide are Hispanic, indicative of a growing 
population that is expected to reach about 111 million by 2060. You can find more facts 
about America from the U.S. Census Bureau online at <www.census.gov>. 
 

https://data.census.gov/cedsci/table?q=B10050%3A%20GRANDPARENTS%20LIVING%20WITH%20OWN%20GRANDCHILDREN%20UNDER%2018%20YEARS%20BY%20RESPONSIBILITY%20FOR%20OWN%20GRANDCHILDREN%20BY%20LENGTH%20OF%20TIME%20RESPONSIBLE%20FOR%20OWN%20GRANDCHILDREN%20FOR%20THE%20POPULATION%2030%20YEARS%20AND%20OVER&hidePreview=true&tid=ACSDT1Y2018.B10050
https://data.census.gov/cedsci/table?q=B10050%3A%20GRANDPARENTS%20LIVING%20WITH%20OWN%20GRANDCHILDREN%20UNDER%2018%20YEARS%20BY%20RESPONSIBILITY%20FOR%20OWN%20GRANDCHILDREN%20BY%20LENGTH%20OF%20TIME%20RESPONSIBLE%20FOR%20OWN%20GRANDCHILDREN%20FOR%20THE%20POPULATION%2030%20YEARS%20AND%20OVER&hidePreview=true&tid=ACSDT1Y2018.B10050
https://data.census.gov/cedsci/table?q=B10050%3A%20GRANDPARENTS%20LIVING%20WITH%20OWN%20GRANDCHILDREN%20UNDER%2018%20YEARS%20BY%20RESPONSIBILITY%20FOR%20OWN%20GRANDCHILDREN%20BY%20LENGTH%20OF%20TIME%20RESPONSIBLE%20FOR%20OWN%20GRANDCHILDREN%20FOR%20THE%20POPULATION%2030%20YEARS%20AND%20OVER&hidePreview=true&tid=ACSDT1Y2018.B10050
https://data.census.gov/cedsci/table?q=B10050%3A%20GRANDPARENTS%20LIVING%20WITH%20OWN%20GRANDCHILDREN%20UNDER%2018%20YEARS%20BY%20RESPONSIBILITY%20FOR%20OWN%20GRANDCHILDREN%20BY%20LENGTH%20OF%20TIME%20RESPONSIBLE%20FOR%20OWN%20GRANDCHILDREN%20FOR%20THE%20POPULATION%2030%20YEARS%20AND%20OVER&hidePreview=true&tid=ACSDT1Y2018.B10050
https://data.census.gov/cedsci/table?q=B10050%3A%20GRANDPARENTS%20LIVING%20WITH%20OWN%20GRANDCHILDREN%20UNDER%2018%20YEARS%20BY%20RESPONSIBILITY%20FOR%20OWN%20GRANDCHILDREN%20BY%20LENGTH%20OF%20TIME%20RESPONSIBLE%20FOR%20OWN%20GRANDCHILDREN%20FOR%20THE%20POPULATION%2030%20YEARS%20AND%20OVER&hidePreview=true&tid=ACSDT1Y2018.B10050
https://data.census.gov/cedsci/table?q=B10050%3A%20GRANDPARENTS%20LIVING%20WITH%20OWN%20GRANDCHILDREN%20UNDER%2018%20YEARS%20BY%20RESPONSIBILITY%20FOR%20OWN%20GRANDCHILDREN%20BY%20LENGTH%20OF%20TIME%20RESPONSIBLE%20FOR%20OWN%20GRANDCHILDREN%20FOR%20THE%20POPULATION%2030%20YEARS%20AND%20OVER&hidePreview=true&tid=ACSDT1Y2018.B10050
https://data.census.gov/cedsci/table?q=S0901%3A%20CHILDREN%20CHARACTERISTICS&hidePreview=true&tid=ACSST1Y2018.S0901&vintage=2018
https://data.census.gov/cedsci/table?q=S0901%3A%20CHILDREN%20CHARACTERISTICS&hidePreview=true&tid=ACSST1Y2018.S0901&vintage=2018
https://americanstaffing.net/week-dedicated-to-staffing-stars/
https://data.census.gov/cedsci/table?q=NAICS%205613&hidePreview=false&tid=ECNBASIC2017.EC1700BASIC&n=5613&vintage=2017
https://data.census.gov/cedsci/table?q=NAICS%205613&hidePreview=false&tid=ECNBASIC2017.EC1700BASIC&n=5613&vintage=2017
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Sources:  
Hispanic Heritage Month background and statistics: www.census.gov/newsroom/facts-
for-features/2019/hispanic-heritage-month.html 
States & population estimates: 
https://data.census.gov/cedsci/table?q=Hispanic%20PEP&hidePreview=false&tid=ACS
DT1Y2018.B03001&t=Hispanic%20or%20Latino&vintage=2018 
2060 projection: www.census.gov/library/visualizations/2018/comm/hispanic-projected-
pop.html 

SEPTEMBER 16: NATIONAL STEPFAMILY DAY 

Profile America — Wednesday, September 16th. National Stepfamily Day, founded in 
1997, is celebrated annually this date. Stepparents and stepchildren often suffer in both 
real and fictional portrayals in literature and other media. This occasion offers positive 
reinforcement for the very real people making these particular family arrangements  
work. The 2000 Census was the first decennial census to collect information on the type 
of relationship between householders and their children, whether biological, step or 
adoptive. There are some 73.4-million children under 18 years of age in American 
households. Well over 2.4-million, or almost 3.3 percent, are stepchildren. Regionally, 
almost half of stepchildren are in the South, while the fewest, under 270,000, are in the 
northeast. Profile America is in its 24th year as a public service of the U.S. Census 
Bureau. 
 
Sources:  
Occasion, accessed 5/1/2020: www.nationalstepfamilyday.com/ 
Stepchildren, American Community Survey: 
https://data.census.gov/cedsci/table?q=B09018%3A%20RELATIONSHIP%20TO%20H
OUSEHOLDER%20FOR%20CHILDREN%20UNDER%2018%20YEARS%20IN%20HO
USEHOLDS&hidePreview=true&tid=ACSDT1Y2017.B09018&vintage=2017 

SEPTEMBER 17: CONSTITUTION DAY  

Profile America — Thursday, September 17th. Today is Constitution Day, 
commemorating the formation and signing of the founding document on September 17, 
1787 in Philadelphia. Delegates from 12 of the 13 states voted unanimously to approve 
the new document, which replaced the former colonies first attempt at organization, 
called the Articles of Confederation. The new Constitution was formally ratified in July, 
1788. It called for a census to determine the number of seats each state had in the 
House of Representatives, based on population. The first census in 1790 resulted in a 
house with 106 members. Now, the house has a fixed number at 435, and this year’s 
count will determine how those will be reapportioned in time for elections in 2022. You 
can find more facts about America from the U.S. Census Bureau online at 
<www.census.gov>. 
 
  

http://www.census.gov/newsroom/facts-for-features/2019/hispanic-heritage-month.html
http://www.census.gov/newsroom/facts-for-features/2019/hispanic-heritage-month.html
https://data.census.gov/cedsci/table?q=Hispanic%20PEP&hidePreview=false&tid=ACSDT1Y2018.B03001&t=Hispanic%20or%20Latino&vintage=2018
https://data.census.gov/cedsci/table?q=Hispanic%20PEP&hidePreview=false&tid=ACSDT1Y2018.B03001&t=Hispanic%20or%20Latino&vintage=2018
http://www.census.gov/library/visualizations/2018/comm/hispanic-projected-pop.html
http://www.census.gov/library/visualizations/2018/comm/hispanic-projected-pop.html
http://www.nationalstepfamilyday.com/
https://data.census.gov/cedsci/table?q=B09018%3A%20RELATIONSHIP%20TO%20HOUSEHOLDER%20FOR%20CHILDREN%20UNDER%2018%20YEARS%20IN%20HOUSEHOLDS&hidePreview=true&tid=ACSDT1Y2017.B09018&vintage=2017
https://data.census.gov/cedsci/table?q=B09018%3A%20RELATIONSHIP%20TO%20HOUSEHOLDER%20FOR%20CHILDREN%20UNDER%2018%20YEARS%20IN%20HOUSEHOLDS&hidePreview=true&tid=ACSDT1Y2017.B09018&vintage=2017
https://data.census.gov/cedsci/table?q=B09018%3A%20RELATIONSHIP%20TO%20HOUSEHOLDER%20FOR%20CHILDREN%20UNDER%2018%20YEARS%20IN%20HOUSEHOLDS&hidePreview=true&tid=ACSDT1Y2017.B09018&vintage=2017
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Sources: 
Occasion, accessed 5/1/2020: https://constitutionday.com/ 

  SEPTEMBER 18: NATIONAL CHICKEN MONTH  

Profile America — Friday, September 18th. One of our favorite foods is being 
celebrated — it’s National Chicken Month, nicely complementing September's 
Mushroom Month and Rice Month. The versatility of chicken — served in numerous 
ways ranging from Southern fried style to sandwiches to salads — drives a demand that 
has reached around 43.5 million pounds a year nationwide. This nearly doubles the 
broiler production of 1993. Americans eat about 96 pounds of chicken per capita 
annually or about 43 percent of the combined consumption of red meat, pork and 
poultry. Georgia is the top producer — followed by Alabama and Arkansas. The result is 
certainly not chicken feed but a $65.2 billion a year industry involving some 531 poultry 
processing establishments. You can find more facts about America’s people, places and 
economy, from the American Community Survey, at <www.census.gov>. 
 
Sources:  
Chicken, accessed 4/28/2020: https://nationaldaycalendar.com/national-chicken-month-
september/ 
Rice, accessed 4/28/2020: http://thinkrice.com/national-rice-month/ 
Mushrooms, accessed 4/28/2020:  
http://nationaldaycalendar.com/national-mushroom-month-september/ 
Production of chicken meat, accessed 4/28/2020: 
www.nationalchickencouncil.org/about-the-industry/statistics/u-s-broiler-production/ 
Consumption, accessed 4/28/2020:  
www.nationalchickencouncil.org/about-the-industry/statistics/per-capita-consumption-of-
poultry-and-livestock-1965-to-estimated-2012-in-pounds/ 
Top producing states, accessed 4/28/2020: www.nationalchickencouncil.org/about-the-
industry/statistics/broiler-chicken-industry-key-facts/ 
Poultry processing revenue, Annual Survey of Manufacturers, NAICS 311615: 
https://data.census.gov/cedsci/table?q=311615%3A%20Poultry%20processing&hidePr
eview=false&n=311615&tid=ASMAREA2017.AM1831BASIC01&vintage=2018 
Establishments, County Business Patterns, NAICS 311615: 
https://data.census.gov/cedsci/table?q=311615%3A%20Poultry%20processing&hidePr
eview=false&n=311615&tid=ECNBASIC2017.EC1700BASIC&vintage=2018 

SEPTEMBER 19: REHABILITATION AWARENESS 

Profile America — Saturday, September 19th. National Rehabilitation Awareness Week 
begins tomorrow and runs to the 26th. One of goals of the annual event is to salute the 
determination of the nation’s residents who confront one or more disabilities as they go 
about their daily lives. Another is to say thanks to the thousands of rehabilitation 
professionals, such as the nation’s 250,000 or so physical therapists, who help those in 
need adapt to and overcome their disabilities. Some 40.7 million people or 12.7 percent 

https://constitutionday.com/
http://thinkrice.com/national-rice-month/
http://nationaldaycalendar.com/national-mushroom-month-september/
http://www.nationalchickencouncil.org/about-the-industry/statistics/u-s-broiler-production/
http://www.nationalchickencouncil.org/about-the-industry/statistics/per-capita-consumption-of-poultry-and-livestock-1965-to-estimated-2012-in-pounds/
http://www.nationalchickencouncil.org/about-the-industry/statistics/per-capita-consumption-of-poultry-and-livestock-1965-to-estimated-2012-in-pounds/
https://www.nationalchickencouncil.org/about-the-industry/statistics/broiler-chicken-industry-key-facts/
https://www.nationalchickencouncil.org/about-the-industry/statistics/broiler-chicken-industry-key-facts/
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of the population, are living with a disability. Seventeen million of them are age 65 and 
older. Altogether, 14.4 million Americans have difficulty with independent living, or can’t 
manage it at all. You can find more facts about America from the U.S. Census Bureau 
online at <www.census.gov>. 
 
Sources:  
Rehab Week, accessed 4/23/2020:  
https://nationaldaycalendar.com/national-rehabilitation-awareness-week-third-week-in-
september/ 
Physical therapists, accessed 4/23/2020: www.bls.gov/ooh/healthcare/physical-
therapists.htm 
Statistics: www.census.gov/newsroom/facts-for-features/2019/disabilities-act.html 
Percent with independent living disability, American Community Survey: 
https://data.census.gov/cedsci/table?q=Disability&hidePreview=false&t=Disability&tid=A
CSST1Y2018.S1810&vintage=2018 

SEPTEMBER 20: FOOD STAMPS 

Profile America — Sunday, September 20th. Sixty-one years ago tomorrow, the U.S. 
Congress acted to help some Americans achieve minimum levels of nutrition. The 1959 
measure was a bill which created food stamps for those with low incomes. Eleven years 
ago, the Food Stamp Program was renamed the Supplemental Nutrition Assistance 
Program, or SNAP. Today, there are some 40 million Americans enrolled in the 
program, down from nearly 48 million in 2013. The average value of the benefit they 
receive each month is $125, and the total cost of the federal program is $60.6 billion a 
year. The 13.8 million households receiving the benefits, 11.3 percent of all American 
households, will likely grow due to the fallout from the pandemic. You can find more 
facts about America’s people, places and economy, from the American Community 
Survey, at <www.census.gov>. 
 
Sources:  
History of food stamp programs, accessed 4/21/2021: www.fns.usda.gov/snap/short-
history-snap 
Current participation, benefits and program cost, accessed 4/21/2021: 
https://snapvisualizations.net/yearly-trends 
Households receiving benefits, American Community Survey: 
https://data.census.gov/cedsci/table?q=SNAP&hidePreview=false&tid=ACSST1Y2018.
S2201&t=SNAP%2FFood%20Stamps&vintage=2018 

SEPTEMBER 21: UNMATCHED 

Profile America — Monday, September 21st. Today is the second day of “National 
Unmarried and Single Americans Week.” The occasion notes that many who are 
unmarried do not identify with the word “single,” since they may be parents, have 
partners, or are widowed or divorced. There are some 126 million unmarried adult 

https://nationaldaycalendar.com/national-rehabilitation-awareness-week-third-week-in-september/
https://nationaldaycalendar.com/national-rehabilitation-awareness-week-third-week-in-september/
http://www.bls.gov/ooh/healthcare/physical-therapists.htm
http://www.bls.gov/ooh/healthcare/physical-therapists.htm
http://www.census.gov/newsroom/facts-for-features/2019/disabilities-act.html
https://data.census.gov/cedsci/table?q=Disability&hidePreview=false&t=Disability&tid=ACSST1Y2018.S1810&vintage=2018
https://data.census.gov/cedsci/table?q=Disability&hidePreview=false&t=Disability&tid=ACSST1Y2018.S1810&vintage=2018
http://www.fns.usda.gov/snap/short-history-snap
http://www.fns.usda.gov/snap/short-history-snap
https://snapvisualizations.net/yearly-trends
https://data.census.gov/cedsci/table?q=SNAP&hidePreview=false&tid=ACSST1Y2018.S2201&t=SNAP%2FFood%20Stamps&vintage=2018
https://data.census.gov/cedsci/table?q=SNAP&hidePreview=false&tid=ACSST1Y2018.S2201&t=SNAP%2FFood%20Stamps&vintage=2018
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Americans, about 48 percent of all U.S. residents age 15 and older. Twenty-one-point-
three million of them are over the age of 65. Over 36 million Americans live by 
themselves — 28.3 percent of all households, a figure which in 1970 was just 17 
percent. That leaves room for households with unmarried couples, of which there were 
over 7.8 million in 2018, including about 403,000 same-sex households. You can find 
more facts about America from the U.S. Census Bureau online at <www.census.gov>. 
 
Sources:  
Unmarried and Single Americans Week, accessed 4/22/2020: 
www.celebratelove.com/singlesweek.htm 
Unmarried statistics: www2.census.gov/programs-surveys/demo/tables/families/time-
series/marital/ms1.xls 
Unmarried households: www2.census.gov/programs-surveys/demo/tables/families/time-
series/households/hh4.xls 
Same sex, American Community Survey: 
https://data.census.gov/cedsci/table?q=B11009%3A%20UNMARRIED-
PARTNER%20HOUSEHOLDS%20BY%20SEX%20OF%20PARTNER&hidePreview=tr
ue&tid=ACSDT1Y2018.B11009 

SEPTEMBER 22: CENTENARIANS DAY 

Profile America — Tuesday, September 22nd. The average age of the American 
population is on a steady climb, and the national median is 38.2 years. It’s 39.6 for 
women. As people grow older, many tend to become a little vague about their exact 
age. After about age 85, though, they might begin being proud of their longevity. Not too 
many years ago, someone who had lived to be 100 was a true rarity. Even today, those 
reaching 100 are contacted by the White House, and often the national and local media. 
Now, generations of good nutrition and medical care are paying off, and the picture has 
changed. On this National Centenarians Day, there are around 90,000 Americans age 
100 or over, the great majority of them women. In 1980, that population was 32,000. 
You can find more facts about America from the U.S. Census Bureau online at 
<www.census.gov>. 
 
Sources:  
Occasion, accessed 4/21/2020: www.nationaldaycalendar.com/national-centenarians-
day-september-22/ 
Median age, population estimates: 
https://data.census.gov/cedsci/all?q=median%20ag&hidePreview=false&tid=ACSDT1Y
2018.B01002 
Centenarians today, accessed 4/21/2020: 
https://www.statista.com/statistics/996619/number-centenarians-us/ 
Centenarians in 1980, p. 15: www.census.gov/prod/99pubs/p23-199.pdf 
  

http://www.celebratelove.com/singlesweek.htm
https://www2.census.gov/programs-surveys/demo/tables/families/time-series/marital/ms1.xls
https://www2.census.gov/programs-surveys/demo/tables/families/time-series/marital/ms1.xls
https://www2.census.gov/programs-surveys/demo/tables/families/time-series/households/hh4.xls
https://www2.census.gov/programs-surveys/demo/tables/families/time-series/households/hh4.xls
https://data.census.gov/cedsci/table?q=B11009%3A%20UNMARRIED-PARTNER%20HOUSEHOLDS%20BY%20SEX%20OF%20PARTNER&hidePreview=true&tid=ACSDT1Y2018.B11009
https://data.census.gov/cedsci/table?q=B11009%3A%20UNMARRIED-PARTNER%20HOUSEHOLDS%20BY%20SEX%20OF%20PARTNER&hidePreview=true&tid=ACSDT1Y2018.B11009
https://data.census.gov/cedsci/table?q=B11009%3A%20UNMARRIED-PARTNER%20HOUSEHOLDS%20BY%20SEX%20OF%20PARTNER&hidePreview=true&tid=ACSDT1Y2018.B11009
http://www.nationaldaycalendar.com/national-centenarians-day-september-22/
http://www.nationaldaycalendar.com/national-centenarians-day-september-22/
https://data.census.gov/cedsci/all?q=median%20ag&hidePreview=false&tid=ACSDT1Y2018.B01002
https://data.census.gov/cedsci/all?q=median%20ag&hidePreview=false&tid=ACSDT1Y2018.B01002
https://www.statista.com/statistics/996619/number-centenarians-us/
https://www.census.gov/prod/99pubs/p23-199.pdf
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SEPTEMBER 23: FIRST COLLEGE PROTEST 

Profile America — Wednesday, September 23rd. Protests by American college students 
have a long pedigree, going back 254 years. The first such unrest occurred on this date 
in 1766, when there were just seven colleges in Colonial America. The students at the 
first--Harvard—were unhappy with on-campus dining, specifically, the rancid butter. The 
so-called Butter Rebellion began with the cry “Behold, our butter stinketh!” About half 
the student body supported the complaint, and they took to dining in nearby taverns. 
The administration soon yielded and replaced the offending spread. Today, there are 
almost 4,600 degree-granting institutions nationwide; 3,000 of them are four-year 
universities. About 22 million students are enrolled in those colleges, which presumably 
stock acceptable butter. You can find more facts about America from the U.S. Census 
Bureau online at <www.census.gov>. 
 
Sources:  
Joseph Nathan Kane, Kane’s Famous First Facts, Fifth Edition, H.W. Wilson Co., New 
York, NY 1997, #3007 
Colonial colleges, accessed 4/21/2020: 
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_Colonial_Colleges#The_nine_Colonial_Colleges 
Butter rebellion, accessed 4/21/2020: www.thecrimson.com/article/2011/10/20/city-
protests-history/ 
Degree-granting colleges, accessed 4/21/2020: 
https://nces.ed.gov/fastfacts/display.asp?id=84 
College enrollment, American Community Survey: 
https://data.census.gov/cedsci/table?q=college%20enrollment&tid=ACSST1Y2018.S14
01&vintage=2018 

SEPTEMBER 24: NATIONAL RICE MONTH 

Profile America — Thursday, September 24th. To highlight its importance, both as a 
crop and as part of the changing American diet, this is National Rice Month. Globally, 
rice is the world’s most important cereal grain. Americans doubled their annual per 
capita consumption of rice over some 30 years, increasing from 9½ pounds in the 
1980s to around 18.5 pounds in 2009. Rice has been grown in America since the late 
17th century, and is currently a $2.5 billion a year crop. While only the 12th largest 
producer of rice, the United States is the leading non-Asian exporter, sending about $2 
billion worth annually to overseas markets. The grain is raised by farmers in Arkansas, 
California, Louisiana, Missouri, Texas and Mississippi. You can find more facts about 
America from the U.S. Census Bureau online at <www.census.gov>. 
 
Sources:  
Rice month, accessed 4/27/2020: www.nationaldaycalendar.com/national-rice-month-
september/ 
Value of rice, accessed 4/27/2020: www.ers.usda.gov/data-products/farm-income-and-
wealth-statistics/annual-cash-receipts-by-commodity.aspx#.U91GDih1SFY 
1980 per capita consumption: 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_Colonial_Colleges#The_nine_Colonial_Colleges
http://www.thecrimson.com/article/2011/10/20/city-protests-history/
http://www.thecrimson.com/article/2011/10/20/city-protests-history/
https://nces.ed.gov/fastfacts/display.asp?id=84
https://data.census.gov/cedsci/table?q=college%20enrollment&tid=ACSST1Y2018.S1401&vintage=2018
https://data.census.gov/cedsci/table?q=college%20enrollment&tid=ACSST1Y2018.S1401&vintage=2018
http://www.nationaldaycalendar.com/national-rice-month-september/
http://www.nationaldaycalendar.com/national-rice-month-september/
http://www.ers.usda.gov/data-products/farm-income-and-wealth-statistics/annual-cash-receipts-by-commodity.aspx#.U91GDih1SFY
http://www.ers.usda.gov/data-products/farm-income-and-wealth-statistics/annual-cash-receipts-by-commodity.aspx#.U91GDih1SFY
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www2.census.gov/library/publications/2011/compendia/statab/131ed/tables/12s0217.xls 
2009 U.S. per capita consumption, accessed 4/27/2020: http://ricepedia.org/united-
states 
Rice exports: www.census.gov/foreign-
trade/statistics/product/enduse/exports/c0000.html 
Ranking in world production, accessed 4/27/2020: 
www.investopedia.com/articles/investing/043015/who-produces-worlds-food.asp 
Leading states, accessed 4/27/2020: www.worldatlas.com/articles/the-leading-rice-
growing-states-in-the-united-states.html 

SEPTEMBER 25: IN THE CARDS 

Profile America — Friday, September 25th. One of the most important cards you should 
have in your wallet isn’t a driver’s license or a credit card. It’s a library card. If you, or 
especially a child you know, does not have one, this is a good time to think about it—it’s 
National Library Card Sign-up Month. Libraries are a gateway to unlimited knowledge 
and entertainment. Present-day libraries not only offer books and magazines, but also 
CDs, DVDs, e-books and computers. There are close to 117,000 libraries nationwide, 
about 87 percent of them in schools and universities. Governments maintain 867 
libraries, while the number of public libraries tops 9,000. Nationally, there are about 
120,000 full-time librarians working in these temples of knowledge. You can find more 
facts about America’s people, places and economy, from the American Community 
Survey, at <www.census.gov>. 
 
Sources: 
Sign-Up Month, accessed 4/22/2020: 
www.ala.org/conferencesevents/celebrationweeks/card 
Numbers of libraries, accessed 4/22/2020: 
www.ala.org/tools/libfactsheets/alalibraryfactsheet01 
Librarians nationally, American Community Survey: 
https://data.census.gov/cedsci/table?q=librarians&hidePreview=false&tid=ACSDT1Y201
8.B24124&vintage=2018 

SEPTEMBER 26: NATIONAL HUNTING AND FISHING DAY 

Profile America — Saturday, September 26th. This year’s influenza pandemic has 
caused disruptions in America’s food supplies. But a substantial percentage of our 
population has experience in obtaining protein from nature. These folks are America’s 
34-million sportsmen and women, over a 10th of the population. Today is National 
Hunting and Fishing Day, established in 1972 to promote outdoor sports and help 
nurture understanding and appreciation of conservation among diverse segments of our 
country. Nationwide, there are 373 hunting and trapping establishments operating 
hunting and game preserves. Hunters, and their fellow outdoorsy, fishing enthusiasts, 
stock up on necessary gear and supplies at America’s 21,300 sporting goods stores. 

http://www2.census.gov/library/publications/2011/compendia/statab/131ed/tables/12s0217.xls
http://ricepedia.org/united-states
http://ricepedia.org/united-states
http://www.census.gov/foreign-trade/statistics/product/enduse/exports/c0000.html
http://www.census.gov/foreign-trade/statistics/product/enduse/exports/c0000.html
http://www.investopedia.com/articles/investing/043015/who-produces-worlds-food.asp
http://www.worldatlas.com/articles/the-leading-rice-growing-states-in-the-united-states.html
http://www.worldatlas.com/articles/the-leading-rice-growing-states-in-the-united-states.html
http://www.ala.org/conferencesevents/celebrationweeks/card
http://www.ala.org/tools/libfactsheets/alalibraryfactsheet01
https://data.census.gov/cedsci/table?q=librarians&hidePreview=false&tid=ACSDT1Y2018.B24124&vintage=2018
https://data.census.gov/cedsci/table?q=librarians&hidePreview=false&tid=ACSDT1Y2018.B24124&vintage=2018
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You can find more facts about America’s people, places and economy, from the 
American Community Survey, at <www.census.gov>. 
 
Sources:  
Occasion and participants, accessed 4/30/2020: https://nhfday.org/ 
Hunting and trapping, County Business Patterns, NAICS 1142: 
https://data.census.gov/cedsci/table?q=NAICS%201142&tid=CBP2017.CB1700CBP&n
=1142&vintage=2017&hidePreview=false 
Sporting goods stores, Economic Census, NAICS 45111: 
https://data.census.gov/cedsci/table?q=45111%3A%20Sporting%20goods%20stores&ti
d=ECNBASIC2017.EC1700BASIC&vintage=2017&hidePreview=false&n=45111 

SEPTEMBER 27: ANCESTOR APPRECIATION DAY 

Profile America — Sunday, September 27th. The Irish philosopher and statesman 
Edmund Burke stated in 1790 that “People will not look forward to posterity who never 
look backward to their ancestors.” For those that do the looking forward, or those just 
idly curious about in their roots, today is Ancestor Appreciation Day. Census records 
play an important role in researching individual details, but the law mandates a 72 year 
wait for access. Annually, though, the Bureau’s American Community Survey compiles 
statistics for detailed ancestry or ethnic groups or populations in the nation. The largest 
reported ancestry is German, at over 41-million of our nearly 330-million population. The 
Irish of Edmund Burke come second, with nearly 31-million, or more than remain in 
Ireland itself. You can find more facts about America from the U.S. Census Bureau 
online at <www.census.gov>. 
 
Sources:  
Edmund Burke, accessed 4/29/2020: 
http://libertytree.ca/quotes/Edmund.Burke.Quote.646E 
Occasion, accessed 4/29/2020: www.worldnationaldays.com/ancestor-appreciation-day/ 
Ancestry/ethnicity, American Community Survey: 
https://data.census.gov/cedsci/table?q=B04006&tid=ACSDT1Y2018.B04006 

SEPTEMBER 28: MEDICAL LICENSING 

Profile America — Monday, September 28th. Late this month in 1772, America’s first 
medical licensing law was enacted by the colony of New Jersey. A licensing board was 
set up with three members, and the practice of medicine was forbidden without the 
approval of the panel. The licensing board was comprised of two New Jersey Supreme 
Court judges, and a third member chosen by the judges. Exempted from its oversight 
were colonists who pulled teeth, bled patients, or gave free care or assistance. Medical 
education and licensing has grown considerably stricter since 1772. Certainly, bleeding 
is no longer a recognized treatment. Today, there are some 757,000 physicians and 
surgeons practicing in 223,000 medical offices, and the nearly 5,500 hospitals 

https://nhfday.org/
https://data.census.gov/cedsci/table?q=NAICS%201142&tid=CBP2017.CB1700CBP&n=1142&vintage=2017&hidePreview=false
https://data.census.gov/cedsci/table?q=NAICS%201142&tid=CBP2017.CB1700CBP&n=1142&vintage=2017&hidePreview=false
https://data.census.gov/cedsci/table?q=45111%3A%20Sporting%20goods%20stores&tid=ECNBASIC2017.EC1700BASIC&vintage=2017&hidePreview=false&n=45111
https://data.census.gov/cedsci/table?q=45111%3A%20Sporting%20goods%20stores&tid=ECNBASIC2017.EC1700BASIC&vintage=2017&hidePreview=false&n=45111
http://libertytree.ca/quotes/Edmund.Burke.Quote.646E
http://www.census.gov/history/www/through_the_decades/fast_facts/1800_fast_facts.html
http://www.census.gov/history/www/through_the_decades/fast_facts/1800_fast_facts.html
https://data.census.gov/cedsci/table?q=B04006&tid=ACSDT1Y2018.B04006
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nationwide. You can find more facts about America’s people, places and economy, from 
the American Community Survey, at <www.census.gov>. 
 
Sources:  
Joseph Nathan Kane, Kane’s Famous First Facts, Fifth Edition, H.W. Wilson Co., New 
York, NY 1997, #4935 
Physicians and surgeons, accessed 4/23/2020: www.bls.gov/ooh/healthcare/physicians-
and-surgeons.htm 
Physicians’ offices, Economic Census, NAICS 6211: 
https://data.census.gov/cedsci/table?q=6211&hidePreview=false&tid=ECNBASIC2017.
EC1700BASIC&n=6211&vintage=2017 
Medical and surgical hospitals, Economic Census, NAICS 6221: 
https://data.census.gov/cedsci/table?q=6211&hidePreview=false&tid=ECNBASIC2017.
EC1700BASIC&n=6211&vintage=2017 

SEPTEMBER 29: FIRST AUTO FATALITY 

Profile America — Tuesday, September 29th. When Henry Bliss stepped off a streetcar 
at Central Park West and 74th Street in New York, in the middle of September, 1899, 
automobiles were a novelty. Thus, he didn’t look carefully, and was run over by an 
almost silent electric taxi. The accident was the first fatality in the nation involving an 
automobile. At the time, there were fewer than 8,000 motor vehicles in the whole 
country. As the number of registered automobiles climbed rapidly, so did the number of 
deaths. In 1999 — one century later — nearly 42,000 drivers, passengers and 
pedestrians were killed on the nation’s roads. The statistic has trended down to 36,560 
fatalities in 2018, even though the number of cars and national vehicle miles continue to 
increase. Profile America is in its 24th year as a public service of the U.S. Census 
Bureau. 
 
Sources:  
Joseph Nathan Kane, Kane’s Famous First Facts, Fifth Edition, H.W. Wilson Co., New 
York, NY 1997, #5470   
Automobiles in 1899: Historical Statistics of the United States: Colonial Times to 1970, 
p. 716: www2.census.gov/library/publications/1975/compendia/hist_stats_colonial-
1970/hist_stats_colonial-1970p2-chQ.pdf 
Fatalities in 1999 & 2016, registered vehicles, and vehicle miles, accessed 4/23/2020: 
www-fars.nhtsa.dot.gov/Main/index.aspx 

SEPTEMBER 30: HYDROELECTRIC POWER 

Profile America — Wednesday, September 30th. On this date in 1882, the world’s first 
hydroelectric power plant began operating on the Fox River in Appleton, Wisconsin. 
Inspired by Thomas Edison, a man named H.F. Rogers built the facility, using a water 
wheel to power the lights in the Appleton Paper and Pulp Company, a nearby building, 
and his home. Soon, hydroelectric power plants were spurring industrial growth in many 

http://www.bls.gov/ooh/healthcare/physicians-and-surgeons.htm
http://www.bls.gov/ooh/healthcare/physicians-and-surgeons.htm
https://data.census.gov/cedsci/table?q=6211&hidePreview=false&tid=ECNBASIC2017.EC1700BASIC&n=6211&vintage=2017
https://data.census.gov/cedsci/table?q=6211&hidePreview=false&tid=ECNBASIC2017.EC1700BASIC&n=6211&vintage=2017
https://data.census.gov/cedsci/table?q=6211&hidePreview=false&tid=ECNBASIC2017.EC1700BASIC&n=6211&vintage=2017
https://data.census.gov/cedsci/table?q=6211&hidePreview=false&tid=ECNBASIC2017.EC1700BASIC&n=6211&vintage=2017
http://www2.census.gov/library/publications/1975/compendia/hist_stats_colonial-1970/hist_stats_colonial-1970p2-chQ.pdf
http://www2.census.gov/library/publications/1975/compendia/hist_stats_colonial-1970/hist_stats_colonial-1970p2-chQ.pdf
http://www-fars.nhtsa.dot.gov/Main/index.aspx
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parts of the country. Today, 540 hydroelectric power establishments nationwide produce 
about 7 percent of our electric power, but account for 38 percent of the total from 
renewable resources. Over 23 percent of the more than 4.1 trillion kilowatt hours of 
electricity generated is from coal-fired plants, trailing natural gas at 38 percent. You can 
find more facts about America from the U.S. Census Bureau online at 
<www.census.gov>.  
 
Sources:  
Joseph Nathan Kane, Kane’s Famous First Facts, Fifth Edition, H.W. Wilson Co., New 
York, NY 1997, #3462 
Fox River plant, accessed 4/27/2020: 
www.americaslibrary.gov/jb/gilded/jb_gilded_hydro_1.html 
Power sources, accessed 4/27/2020: 
www.eia.gov/energy_in_brief/article/renewable_electricity.cfm 
Electricity generation, accessed 4/27/2020: 
www.eia.gov/totalenergy/data/monthly/pdf/sec7_5.pdf 
Hydroelectric power establishments, County Business Patterns, NAICS 221111: 
https://data.census.gov/cedsci/table?q=221111%3A%20Hydroelectric%20power%20ge
neration&hidePreview=false&n=221111&tid=ECNBASIC2017.EC1700BASIC&vintage=
2017 

http://www.americaslibrary.gov/jb/gilded/jb_gilded_hydro_1.html
http://www.eia.gov/energy_in_brief/article/renewable_electricity.cfm
http://www.eia.gov/totalenergy/data/monthly/pdf/sec7_5.pdf
https://data.census.gov/cedsci/table?q=221111%3A%20Hydroelectric%20power%20generation&hidePreview=false&n=221111&tid=ECNBASIC2017.EC1700BASIC&vintage=2017
https://data.census.gov/cedsci/table?q=221111%3A%20Hydroelectric%20power%20generation&hidePreview=false&n=221111&tid=ECNBASIC2017.EC1700BASIC&vintage=2017
https://data.census.gov/cedsci/table?q=221111%3A%20Hydroelectric%20power%20generation&hidePreview=false&n=221111&tid=ECNBASIC2017.EC1700BASIC&vintage=2017
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